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Dominique Butet

Our initial motive for
documenting the lives of Tibetan
Buddhist nuns through our
photography stemmed from
the fact that for many years,
the Western world has largely
ignored their very existence.
Other aspects have since
emerged that have enriched this
documentary approach as the
question of gender equality was
being played out before our very
eyes with regard to the gradual
emancipation of nuns through
improved access to education
and progressive changes

status in society.

His Holiness the
Karmapa in Paris, 2016
© Olivier Adam

The 17th Karmapa

so have become spokespeople,
communicating the importance of
this cause throughout the world.
Among them is His Holiness the
Karmapa, Ogyen Trinley Dorje,
head of the Kagyu lineage, who
we had the honor of meeting in
Bodh Gaya, India in February. His
Holiness overwhelmed us with
the strength of his presence and
won us over with the undeniable

sincerity of his attention, patience,

and commitment to supporting




Dominique Butet: Why are
you so deeply involved with the

feminine cause?

His Holiness the Karmapa:
The main thing, in terms of
Buddhist teachings, is that men
and women are the same. They
have the same ability and the
same opportunity to uphold
the teachings of Buddhism. So
looking at it in this way, I want to

give the nuns this opportunity.

DB: What are your thoughts on
the present situation for Tibetan
Buddhist nuns?

HHK: Of course, a lot of progress
has been made already. For
example, support for the nuns
is becoming much stronger,
in particular support for their
livelihood—that’s really a big
deal. In the past, many nunneries
in Tibet didn’t receive much
support from laypeople and the
nuns had to beg for everything.

Now the situation is getting much

better.

Also, in terms of education,
the nuns are now able to study
Buddhist texts and philosophy,
which is a great advance—
especially in India and Nepal,
where they are about to receive

the first Geshema degrees.”

What still needs improvement
is, first of all, leadership. The
nuns need to develop the ability
to direct and lead themselves;
to be able to provide their own
leadership. Right now, monks
provide a lot of leadership, and
the [Geshema] classes are being
taught by monks. In the future,
nuns will be able to stand on their
own two feet! Nuns who have
completed the Geshema degree
will themselves be able to teach

other nuns.

The second difficulty for the nuns
is the question of full ordination.
This question has been discussed

for more than 20 years, with a lot

The Geshe (feminine: Geshema) is a Tibetan Buddhist academic degree for monastics, emphasized

primarily by the Gelugpa lineage of Vajrayana Buddhism, but also awarded in the Sakyapa school. It is
equivalent to a doctorate in Buddhist philosophy and is awarded after a 17-year course of study. Until

recently, the qualification was only open to monks.
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of meetings and talks. Now many
people are saying that it’s time
to actually put it into practice. So
my hope and my encouragements
are that we can create a situation
where [full ordination] can
happen quickly within Tibetan

society.

DB: Could you explain why the
lineage of fully ordained nuns
died out in the Mulasarvastivada

Vinaya?

HHK: I think that there probably
were communities of nuns in
Tibet. They were established
there but then later died out. The
reasons why that happened are
not clear, so it’s really hard for
me to explain much about that.
In any case, we would like to
start the process of reviving the
bhikshuni ordination next year—
first within the Kagyu lineage. We
had hoped to begin this year but
it didn’t work out, so we will try

to begin next year.

DB: At the Winter Dharma
Gathering for nuns in Bodh
Gaya last year, you said that
the nuns would first receive

the “vows of going forth,” then

novice vows, and then “training
vows”. Finally, in the fourth
year, they would be given the
bhikshuni vows. Who could

confer these vows?

HHK: Actually there are three
different ways we could follow:
the first way would be for
members of the bhikshu sangha
to confer the vows. The second
would be to have members from
both the bhikshu and bhikshuni
sanghas offering the vows.
As there is no community of
bhikshuni within the Tibetan
tradition, we could invite
bikhshuni from the Chinese
Buddhist tradition, while the
sangha of bhikshu would be
representatives from the Tibetan
tradition. In that way, we could
have a dual-sangha ordination. In
the third option, we could invite
members from the bhikshu and
bhikshuni sanghas of the Chinese

tradition.

Of these three different methods,
the one that has been chosen is
the second because it is more
in tune with the Vinaya. So we
will invite a sangha of Chinese

bhikshuni because in the Chinese
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tradition there is a lineage of
bhikshuni vows. I think this
would also be a nice way to
restore the connection between
the two sanghas within the
different traditions—by bringing
them together to cooperate, I
think it will give more power to
the full ordination of the nuns
and will be very beneficial for all.
As most of the nuns who will be
taking ordination are Tibetan and
Himalayan, I think they’ll have
more confidence by taking the
vows within the Tibetan tradition.
And Tibetan society will also be
more accepting of full ordination
by having bhikshu of the Tibetan

tradition involved.

DB: In Bodh Gaya this year, you
mentioned that you would like
to set up a common monastic
college, or shedra, for Buddhist
nuns. Could you tell us more
about that?

HHK: Sixteen years ago, I came
to India. And actually in these
16 years I haven’t been able to
get a real residence of my own.
My own personal situation is
difficult; it’s mixed up with

politics and other difficulties,
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and it’s sometimes hard for me
to accomplish all my wishes
exactly as I would like. So even
if I wanted to build a shedra by
myself it might be difficult. The
main thing is that there are many
nuns who are Indian citizens and
I think that if they take on the
responsibility and build a shedra,
then it will be possible. Sure,
we have many shedras within
different nunneries, but it’s not
like bringing all the energies
together. As you know, it’s
difficult to get enough teachers
to teach the nuns. So if we had an
institute for the nuns, we could
give them a place where they
would be able to study at a higher
level. But it is not just a question
of nuns; there are many other
women who want to study the
Dharma, so this shedra would be

a place for all women to study.

DB: You saw the nuns debating
a few weeks ago—what do you
think of their ability?

HHK: It has been three or four
years since I first saw them
debating. The nuns were really
beginners at that time—in the first

year, there only were one or two



who actually knew how to debate.
In the second year it was a little
bit better, and in the third year I
noticed incredible improvements
in terms of confidence as well
as in the logic they used for
debating. So when we saw this
progress, we were very, very
happy. I'm now sure that the nuns
will further raise their level very

quickly.

DB: How do you see the future
for Buddhist nuns in the Tibetan

tradition?

HHK: In Tibetan society we talk
a lot about interdependence, we
could also say circumstances or
auspicious connections. Since we
began working with the nuns, all
of the connections have turned
out very well, and because of this
I have developed great confidence
and courage. In the future, I'm
sure that the teachings of the nuns

will flourish.

DB: Your Holiness, thank you

for your time and attention.

The Karmapa’s hopeful
conclusion and optimism

resonated within our hearts and

minds for a long time after we
took our leave, and we were
reminded of a paragraph from
His Holiness” book The Heart Is
Noble: Changing the World from the
Inside Out:

“We need to recognize that
the most important qualities
of today are those that most
societies consider as being
‘feminine:” communication,
listening to the needs of
others. The coming era
will be more ‘feminine” and
women will make a greater

contribution.”

His Holiness the Karmapa
has been able to accommodate
and overcome many obstacles
and difficulties related to living in
exile; he knows how to meet each
day and rejoice in daily life, and
is fully committed to wearing the

colors of the feminine future.

For the benefit of all sentient

beings!



A

FHRALIE & AR o S
MABFEE 5 HIT ALK - BtA
LZT—HREAL THR, —
I TE AT AR 2 B B - IR
= ILUEEIE B E - TR HERF

97 B AR O R B L
%, BEDUSERRAE X
TRYEEHAERTE
EREF LI, O -

© BT

36

Sir (f ) He Sir GFFR " mILEsE ) - B ERER AR -




FE W] T2 B SC B BGE B
AR AR BEE  BEFUEEA
D - (B IRAL M I — 7
RORENE Bk TEHEM, -
RN ER « ) B2 ELR
- BIREFEMERE L

(% Sir) EHTES LA R
REEBEGE - FrEES—
AR AEES - MRS RE
RRIFTREERE "HER
+ ., wE® (& Sir) 2EH—
fii » T HAEPAKZH S Sir - 3
BIFAK T ZEE) - Rt —im

I

i Sir A+ 2R — R E SN
RELGT  ZFEARREERLEE
CRRIESANE  BREE
B2IETVHE S MSITRE
—(LEA B R TES R
e Sir #H & S IRRA B -
P BB R — A= 2 F R
K BRI SRR R B
EERITH - £ Sir 28 E 5l
F o BM—REREE - KKHE
A EHEEERNR  EREA

i

m L E R R T
R > BIMAERERWNER
all-day breakfast % ; {H %% Sir
58 5 — D) 75 DA B A K I HE -

"H—EME AIEREENA
b RERFEGAT - IR A DU
SUHFIR -y BN BE A A
ERERAE AR - BHEA
— I EHIE ST A -

HmSir HEMIERERS
EEEMAELE RS » JMEH
KRB IZAT 2% "],
T2 ERMBEREZEIERY) 0 T
FEIRCALA ~ AR - ) Bt
T Sir B EN AR EEE IR
YE o AIEREHEN . TEENRE
F#% > 2 DLairfryer ( RYESR )
BE > WEMW  BE—HERK -
ERD TSR AR K ENE
R EIETE o REAIRRER R
B N RUIN SR IR RO
> HABEAER  THEER
LK E B 1R
Bk -

TRV - & Sir X5 8
WAL VRSN o T B e
RER AREEBEMEAR
REVEHEAGEAN - EIA1% BE
FAOREE = R EMT - & H A AN
HHE—IERAEAE  —OR
2L7 \ {7 all-day breakfast » ¥
I EME "B, |

37



B Sir HE - BEMFEH
HEY BEESHEE Ro®
b IS E T AN ERLE
I L EZT AR - WIEFr B EE N
RETERT  REERUEBLRE
B TBIIZEBEEK REHN
R - I RE — RN IET
HoAMFE AR o A5 R
TR BEBEBHREHELT -
s AEmEIME > EREEEE
e IEMETE A Sir #F k4
AR HEERERETE
- BISE [ 6 PRU B SRR - (T RE

BT NERE - TR
TEERZH » NESGH " A

Bl |y 14 FILE R SR
B L BRI ¢ TS % Sir
A RS R
i -

"EYAKEZEER  ARA
e EIRREE - HEREREEXN
AL KGR - R E
B | ESIrsBwR HY
RS A IR - R
FREBREANEE - AlHdhk
ffEE - AR RIREIR S 0 DART
EREEMERAEREERA  BE
PR LA - B E RUFLT
IR DRGSR EZE - 2

38

IPAE RIS R » B EER
AZH TBLERSERA -
DARFEE - ERTET R
B BB  SEEE L
o — AT -

WhEm R Z L &%
Sir BH Fam & - B EEE
HERER - THEREEK AN
Bl A4 MAEMZ 7 &ILE
B LABGERTREEGTE A
REMUAS AT - 1 AR ZHIHI A6
TRACHE - £ Sir fE S PO IR RS
i = i A —% > T8
FERAALHT IR Sl TR — ik R R
® REHELHEERE  #HE
FlT > EtEHEREE -

E—8 o & Sir BARET
o TEREEINER . ERE
Breg - I EERNERY L
A - AN RE T THRER
KRR AL - [BAURIRE S8
R AR AT -
RS ZET ZFEET— KRB
B "hTERY BE—E
EBRHASIET  SBHRWE
B ArEEXRE2MERL
B WEE > BBRBRBERERTT
o PR —BAARIIR - AR
NSNS T 2 A ae e i)
ALK — BB RN ) DIER



A TRAVIT SRR - H AR
K TREA, | ) MBMmMEFE
M - e R Y AR
IERR B REERERFER
PR IR SRR > IR —E A KA
KA BHRIMEA GRS - &
EH—fEH !

WE BEEEANKRE
BRRYA AR & Sir g2
e AT e A D B D R RO fE R R
RHEG FREEAFEE TF
Hfl - the s RE LGN LR
TR T ARAER S R R B
BEAL » BEE RS BEE

AEZEFWIGER s BREE
ERUNEE eI AN S E—
& BIETRBIA - BB R
Ey-Sa S

/T & Sir B AFHE - &
Sir HFEHOHREENHEE
SR T bR TR IESN
IRETEIEH B R AR T
I B RE IS AR - B
SREBFE P EE - 5K H
WEARE  BRESERRNE
WANFENTES - FERRE AR
B ERET -

& Sir #9707 Natalie IRE £ BE R HE BRI - W& ML, -
© B

39



i At 2t

o S A R A R
W P PR S SR B A - A
F TR T2E . REER
A5 - RFBOIHERERH
HRW AR - RAESREE R
TFAlGERLBEREER - &
(1] VSN SR e e e g ]
DB R K& RS HEE
-l - W IRE Y PN
Ty, BTy o

O AT

Bz 2 — 8 F B AL
g REE X BEEEE
s B o EHOK PR S PR
P TR WEMEAREE !
Hiat - TEE S IRAE R
WEETHES  EIBMEAK
7 ) ERENTEE - BEEH
mEEARRE  EREEE?E
ok 3288 5 &= A R s py
& BB TERGHE - ARE
BHERE MEESE  OE
REFFAHE  HREIEE
#F AR -




7= fE AR B8 3 M A 1 “total
pain” - TEEEE (—EBR2 A
K ) o S 2R E L
B2 - 2% it ( Cicely Saunders)
Fri iRy - ANIRIEFZ AR
— & Gl aE L R A E AR
HIE BN R HETT & - Ay “total
pain” % » HEI TE L REER
WEER A EEA BT E
JRARREE] T AR - & B R
FIFEETE R -

BRBEERLRERZ  EF
EERIR A T REARE,
BT IRBIARA RUZ R Ry E B2
B E M5 2 588 EATREE 5
RMEEHCRERET  FE
ANRE - WOERZESR I E
RZ 78 - LT EHR % SR AR
HIRIRE - BIATEE R AR AR - 1R
LHEBBEE RN &
ERNBERATRZE - EXAA
E—BE - EEERE - MM
B - B E S RERER A
i NEFERAMA AR » IR
(P AT 2GR A -

1 0 TS 22 00 1 A
A ESH  F EER N
P R AT
SRR BT W L

N SCE AR AR - ALl
FRIEER I » B s T EEAE A
e REEEWHHRERIE
AREE  AVEEERILHEE -

RAEFRBRMRR#HES L
B TR, EERBIRE TE S IB?
"M TE L BAE - T
EE LR A TE ) AZEEE
HY o R AT AR R 2R R P A1t
B NOBE RSB
R BT UTE HEH o BT
B ATRLDUT G F e - —fr&
AR E B ER  EeEE
HERE - T HEFEHE
HIYR - MR AR T A o E (D
BENT2ERER - FARGH
"B ANFNREHREEN 121k
JFEZEIE | [HETRE AR > 5
EERCERE > EEMEREE
CERET > AEHT » AT
gHMT EEEEEE A
BrEEEE > gBEBUIEEA
HIEFE T - B Y0E ] e & i
TS o RSB A > BEE
B /IVNBIBE g S MES A
BRI - EEEME - BN
GRILER AWM TE, - BER
E o FEEA MBI R A -

41



© Maseedis Kay

REIRERA - BRTHEEL
HjE - LEARRESIEE - H
BEHI—@HT : —(PFES
+ o RSB RETEE -
FEELHILERSE - ELW
FIGRAT » PRIHE - {ERE AR F
58 e - fHTERE
R BAERE LN
AR - ELRERETE - Hfbr
B AN REED -t 4 vk BB R
- RACEEEIE - B E Rk
ELEHMERS B - Bk
miRsER » AR EER  fUEEE
oA EREE

TRBA ) - EEEREEREIA
PERYRE B - REAEEATHE - e

42

EMEHE LRRER - FUE#
THB TS - DIiREREM
HRSEREHE - #E I
Ko HEKE - RS HARE
flie—@ " A, REHEHEA
BN RIFAAE - DERIE
TR Rt R T -

AL SRR A
A LMRAR - TRREEE S - R AE
HREENEEABNIA - 1
FE 77 T — i BAREUE - B R
Fr RATHTEE - 818 ML IE
= TREWE - HHIAKS
ZHF LU R TT v » TERER
B NAE PRI R HA R B - REF IRk
IR -



BEFTEECTAMER RS - BB A SR TR - ERIBBIRER B (h A 2 B 1R At
ELIULHIRE - M RAE - TR SR |

LE IO

TR SR T4 (JLIB SN 82,000 St 4 mTUCE] H5I48 2016/2017 46 E 4 BREVETRITIY ©)
Q ¥ $3,000 Q #E Ml $2,000 Q #ElE $1,000

HaK T
O I L8R S
SCEEE -

HEE PP AEIRAE

WHEES H IR M4 (JLE H B3N $200 B _E 38 85 R0 (B P48 S0 H Ry BN T4 )
Q &% $200 O ¥ $300 O #H $500 Q EHAfth<FE : B S

#8_LEEK
HEEI LU T AR AR B A S A IS |

https://donation.buddhistdoor.org/te/form/monthly

IEIN
A
SRS

H s eaRs
A HE

(DD/MM/YY)
ik
AL

7B T R FIER R B BFIIS M IR T IR A A RIS - EE Som ARt L
PRI HNE KBNS © AT GRS RE - MG Bt 8 A e R HE - A A
HUERR » w5 1E T TR0 55k -

Q FAAREL A E TR

~ s R Bl ~
SR IR RS A R - T AR URR RS 8 5% T ORI, Ik

CORFIREERREIRITIY 0 (—PIBHD)  (WIRESCED



HHEE T IR LR R 8 5]
15 19 4



- : e £
S ahahEaed T B E o o
=X B9 LI LB R e R i
. WELTH A

L., L

— L {

EIGSWOTVLIN | ESIVEVHGRELE

(X ]
ATAL 4 e
kY o X,

/.3

@

2
A _M!*. *
e : EVOCHRAS
e 4 AR
= R RS
L 3E MR Y
EALE 5 v 3
WL L RY
- o) EET
TE
i
B MRE TP
WYL SRY
+hl

@)

A7) I U
¥HO008EITIE
%Wmmﬁwm

ETVHC TR FETHE
HwoTHRABATHY UL
Qrh LY

ok L

B -

VOTUrehsE Bl Ry MULTHETTT
% = UOWUWIO)) UdAIY) J Arih G MEHE RS

S

T A6 e
wh &y [u 3R

I
* -
L Pl AR
Thet
=

Y66 RY W

sl r %
LM e .
" . ' 2.7

ED- A=
LT RIEC R
/g







